
 
2025-2026 Vascular Biology Research Colloquium 
Chair: Bo Liu, Professor, Cell & Regenerative Medicine  

Co-Chair: Valentina Lo Sardo, Assistant Professor, Cell & Regenerative Medicine  
 

11:00 am – 12:00 pm, 8571 WIMR II or Via Zoom 
FALL 2025 Speaker Topic 

 
September 4 

 

 
Elsa Salido, Predoc 
Lo Sardo Lab 

 
The 9p21.3 Coronary Artery Disease Risk Locus 

Drives Vascular Cells Toward an 
Osteochondrogenic State 

 
 October 2 
 

Matt Brown Lab  
Hypoimmune Pluripotent Stem Cell Therapies for 

Cardiovascular Disease 
 

November 6 
Soniya Tamhankar, Predoc Trainee 
Palecek Lab 

 
Forward Programming Identifies Transcription 

Factors that Induce Blood-Brain Barrier Properties 
in Human Pluripotent Stem Cell-Derived 

Endothelial Cells 
 
  December  

Summit December 5   
Registration at: https://cvrc.wisc.edu/research-
summit/  

 
December 9 
(Tuesday) 

Max Kiernan, Postdoc Trainee 
Mitchell Lab 
 

 
AI for Ultrasound Segmentation: Automating Image 

Analysis 
 

SPRING 2026 Speaker Topic 
 
  January 8 

 

 
Vaibhav Vemuganti 
Rey Lab 
 

 
Gut bacterial metabolite imidazole propionate 

potentiates Alzheimer’s disease 

 
  February 5 

 
 

Logan Heenan, Predoc Trainee 
Schrage Lab 

The impact of short-term sex hormone suppression 
on cerebrovascular reactivity in females 

 
     March 5 

 

Sarean Gaynor-Metzinger, Predoc 
Trainee, Barnes Lab 

Cerebral Hemodynamics, Autonomic Function, and 
Brain Health 

 
      April 2 

 

Hedyeh Khademi Motlagh, Predoc 
Trainee, Schrage Lab 

High oxygen and cerebral blood flow regulation 

 
May 28 

 

Wilmara Salgado-Pabon Lab, PhD 

Associate Professor, Department of 
Pathobiological Sciences 

Beyond superantigenicity:  Novel mechanisms 
of superantigens as inhibitors of vessel 

regeneration 
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